
Reflection on the Word of God for the Fourth Sunday of Lent. 

Year A 2023 

1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13 (Anointing of David) 

Ephesians 5. 8 – 14 (Darkness and Light) 

John 9. 1 – 41 (Man Born Blind) 

 

There is a very strong sense of confusion in today’s reading. The 

disciples of Jesus are confused about why this man was born blind. 

Why is he like this? Who sinned that he should be like this? The 

people around the blind man are confused when they see him 

cured. They know that he has been blind. They have seen him 

begging and now that he can see, they wonder if it is the same man. The Scribes and Pharisees 

are confused about Jesus performing a cure on the Sabbath. They question His authority to 

break the law.  They question the cured man over and over asking for details that they refuse to 

accept. They seem to be desperately looking for a way to destroy Jesus.  

What are some of the lessons for us in this Gospel?  

  God’s ways are not our ways. The Jews believed that someone sinned so that the man should 

be born blind. Jesus is quick to refute the accepted teaching.  Illness is not a sign of God’s 

wrath. God acts in all the circumstances of life and God can bring good from evil. While the 

disciples and others engage in a philosophical discussion about the man’s condition, God acts 

with compassion.  

God dispels fear. The man’s parents are afraid of the authorities so they throw it back on their 

son to answer the questions posed by the Scribes and Pharisees. The man, having experienced 

the action of God in his life, has no fear of the authorities. He answers them boldly and for that 

he is rebuked.  

God graces us with more than we ask for. The cured man was graced with more than sight. The 

man didn’t ask for a cure. Jesus saw him and was moved by his situation. After the cure, the 

man stood in humility before God, asking that his faith be strengthened. He displayed a true 

attitude of worship, completely giving himself over to God.  

Like the man born blind, do we see God acting in all the circumstances of our lives? Do we 

believe that God stand with us in all our hardships?  Do we believe that God will give us more 

than we ask for? Do we have faith and the right attitude of worship, giving ourselves 

completely to God? Do we recognize our resistance to God, as the Scribes and Pharisees 

resisted God?  Do we allow fear to permeate our hearts, stopping us from acting with 

compassion?  

 At this Eucharist, let us pray as the blind man prayed when Jesus asked him, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” The blind man answered, “And who is he, Sir. Tell me so that I may 

believe in Him.” Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 

The man said, “Lord, I believe. And he worshipped Him.”  
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